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May 29, 1992
UM TO DEDICATE CENTENNIAL CIRCLE JUNE 5 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s Centennial Circle will he dedicated Friday, June 5, the first 
formal event commemorating UM’s upcoming l(X)th anniversary.
A brief dedication ceremony will be held at 1 p.m. at the brick-inlaid circle, which 
surrounds the University’s mascot grizzly statue at the west end ot the Oval. The tree public e\ent 
will feature remarks by UM President George Dennison, music by a University brass ensemble and 
refreshments.
UM will celebrate its l(X)th birthday in 1993, and the Centennial Circle project will fund a 
year-long celebration and provide a way for those who care about UM to make an indelible mark 
on campus. Centennial Coordinator Annie Pontrelli said.
The circle is inlaid with bricks that can be engraved with personalized messages for $1(X) 
each. So far, 779 bricks have been sand-blasted with names and messages and placed around the 
grizzly statue, Pontrelli said. The remaining bricks, installed in the circle while blank, will be 
engraved in batches of 1 (X) as new orders come in. The completed circle will total more than 
10,(XX) bricks.
Bricks will be sold throughout this year and the Centennial year. All proceeds from the 
project, after circle-construction costs are covered, will go to lund Centennial events. Plans tor the 
1993 celebration include a Centennial Ball, campus historical tours with guides in historical
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costume, and a full year’s slate of concerts, performing arts events, exhibits and lectures. Any 
leftover funds will be used to assist with campus renovation projects.
Response to the project so far has been very positive, Pontrelli said, adding that she expects 
sales to increase as the Centennial grows nearer. Some bricks bear the name and graduation dates 
of alumni, while others honor friends, family members, organizations, projects and even a dog or 
two, she said. Contributors can say whatever they want on their bricks, as long as each message 
doesn't exceed three lines of 14 characters (including spaces and punctuation) each.
For more information about the bricks and the Centennial Circle dedication, call Pontrelli at 
243-2649.
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